
hether you are building a grand cottage or perhaps something a 
bit more modest, whether you are doing an extensive renovation 
or simply adding a new feature, the process can be a daunting one. 
There are so many options available, so many materials and styles 
to choose from. 

Your cottage is your cherished summer sanctuary, so you want it 
to be just right. It has to feel comfortable and familiar, it has to be 
functional, and it has to blend with the rugged beauty of the Parry 
Sound region. Oh, and one more thing, luxurious or elegant, it has 
to fit into your budget. A build or renovation is a daunting task.

That’s why every project should begin in the same way: between a 
customer and contractor. This is where the varied details – material, 
design, function, cost, and so much more – that goes into producing 
the perfect weekend getaway will be sorted out.

With that in mind, we’d like to introduce readers to three of Parry 
Sound District’s busy contractors, each with a lifetime of experience 
upon which the homeowner can lean.  
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“I established Marshall Black 
Carpentry when I became a year 
round resident of the area in 

2005 after previously living and working in 
Toronto – both as a carpenter and as an 
art director and prop/set builder in the 
film industry. My family has cottaged on 
Georgian Bay for over 60 years. As those of 
you who love this area know, spending time 
here changes you. The beauty, the values 
and the rhythm of this region permeate into 
you and become a part of you that doesn’t 
fade after you leave. 

I was tremendously influenced by my 
childhood summers spent exploring 
Georgian Bay, and this area has continued to 
be the setting for many of the key moments 
of my life – meeting and marrying my wife, 
the births of my children, and where I have 
ultimately built my own home and cottage. 

what advice can you offer readers when 
it comes to hiring a carpenter?

There are of course key things that you 
should do when picking your carpenter, 
which hopefully everyone knows to do – 
such as making sure that your carpenter is 
insured, asking around about him/her and 
getting references, and having him/her 
provide you with a written proposal for the 
scope and costing of your project, but the 
best advice that I would give someone about 
picking a carpenter is twofold. 

First, choose someone with whom you feel 
that you will enjoy having a relationship with. 

You need to feel comfortable and at ease 
with the person that you hire. You should 
feel that your carpenter understands and 
shares your vision for the project. Depending 
on the project – your relationship with 
your carpenter may last for many months. 
In many cases I have relationships with 
customers which have lasted years. Creating 
something new – whether the project is large 
or small – is an investment in your lifestyle, 
and it should be an enjoyable and exciting 

experience partnered with someone you 
trust and can depend on.

The second bit of advice is: hire local! Your 
local builder knows the unique challenges 
of building in our local climate and on our 
local landscape, has relationships with the 
local building departments, sub–trades 
and suppliers, and your local builder will 
still be here if there is a warranty issue that 
needs to be addressed after the project  
has concluded.
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Do you have any suggestion for readers 
getting the most renovation bang for their 
buck?

Look to building products that are low or 
no maintenance. There are many natural 
building products that are timeless and 
require very little upkeep. One mistake that 
I hate to see people make is choosing poor 
quality windows. You should select the best 
windows that your budget allows. Not only 
are good quality windows going to look 
beautiful for decades, they also will reduce 
your maintenance costs, your heating and 
air conditioning costs, are better for the 
environment, and will protect the interior 
of your home from sun damage.

Every contractor it seems has a 
specialty or focus, something that makes 
them unique. what’s yours?

My company works in all areas of 
residential construction, whether the 
project be a small deck or a full home or 
cottage build. What I really love most is 
when I get to build something that keeps 
the focus on the environment. Whether 
that means scribing a deck into the natural 
rock landscape, capturing an amazing view 
through beautiful windows, or coming up 
with unique ways to incorporate natural 
materials into a project, I find it fulfilling 
and invigorating to get people excited about 
the fact that they are lucky enough to live in 
this area. I get to challenge myself, perhaps 
by determining the best way to work with the 
natural landscape or by generating ideas for 
how to create a “wow factor” for someone’s 
new space – and this is where my creative 
abilities really shine through.

“I was born in southern Ontario but 
cottaged here since 1960. I moved 
to Parry Sound in 1990 and live 

on a water access only island on the Bay, all 
year round, where I raised my two children. 
I have been in the construction business my 
whole life; I sold my former business – John 
Deere Heavy Construction Dealership on 
Hamilton – to my partner when I moved here 
to start Canadian Contracting. We are home 
and cottage builders, but also do major and 
minor renovations, including decks and 
covered porches. I am a Qualified Designer 
under the Ontario Building Code. As such 
I am well-versed in structural design and 

‘Your local builder 
knows the unique 
challenges of building 
in our local climate and 
on our local landscape, 
has relationships with 
the local building 
departments, sub-
trades and suppliers’
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